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Description of each breed

HORSE

American Cream draft horses – The only draft horse breed native to

America, the American Cream was developed in Iowa beginning in the

1920s. American Cream draft horses are cream in color with white points

and are smaller in size than most other draft breeds. The breed is very rare,

numbering about one hundred animals, all in the U.S. (This breed is not to

be confused with the American Albino or American Creme, neither of

which are draft horse breeds.)  For information, contact the American

Cream Draft Horse Association, R.R. 1, Box 30, Charles City, IA 50616.

Exmoor ponies – The Exmoor pony gets its name from the Exmoor region in

southwest England, where it originated. This breed is one of the most

ancient equines, documented by archaeological records of 60,000 years

ago. The Exmoor was shaped almost entirely by natural selection, and

ponies are extremely hardy and intelligent animals, capable of thriving on

meager rations in a harsh climate. Exmoors are dark brown with a lighter,

“mealy” color on their nose, around their eyes and on their undersides.

The breed is globally rare, with fewer than 800 ponies alive today. For

information, contact North American Exmoors, R.R. 4, Box 273, Amherst,

Nova Scotia, Canada B4H 3Y2.

Florida Cracker horses – Florida Cracker horses, like the cattle, are Spanish

in origin. The breed dates back to the 1500s, and it is part of a family of

Spanish horse breeds. The Florida Cracker is smaller in size than other riding

horses but is sturdy and athletic. It is found in a variety of colors. The Florida

Cracker horse is very rare and found almost entirely in Florida. For

information, contact the Florida Cracker Horse Association, P.O. Box 186,

Newberry, FL 32669.

Spanish Mustang horses – The Spanish Mustang is an American breed

which descended from Spanish horses brought to the New World

beginning in the 1500s. Though these horses were the original wild horses

of the West, the breed is distinct from today’s “wild mustangs,” which are

a genetic mixture of several breeds. The Spanish Mustang was the genetic

foundation of many American breeds, including the Quarter horse,

Appaloosa, Paint, and Rocky Mountain. The breed is rare and unique to

the U.S. For information, contact the Spanish Mustang Registry, R.R. 3, Box

7670, Willcox, AZ 85643; the Southwest Spanish Mustang Association, P.O.

Box 43, Finley, OK 744543; the Spanish Barb Breeders Association, 188

Springridge Rd., Terry, MS 39170; or the American Indian Horse Registry,

R.R.3, Box 64, Lockhart, TX 78644.



Suffolk horse – This breed was developed in Suffolk, England,

approximately four hundred years ago. Unlike the other draft horse

breeds, which had several uses, the Suffolk has always been selected

exclusively for farm work. The breed is known for its consistent color

(always chestnut), its soundness, and good disposition. There are about six

hundred Suffolk horses in the world, with the population divided between

the U.S. and Great Britain. For information, contact the American Suffolk

Horse Association, 4240 Goehring Rd., Ledbetter, TX 78946.

Shire horses – The Shire was developed in the “shires,” or rural counties, of

England. It is the largest breed of draft horse, standing up to 19 hands

(6'3") at the top of the shoulder and weighing over a ton. The Shire was

used for farm work and long distance transport. It resembles its Scottish

cousin, the Clydesdale, with the distinctive “feather,” or long hair above

its hooves. The Shire is globally rare though increasing in numbers. For

information, contact the American Shire Horse Association, 35380 County

Road 31, Davis, CA 95616.

DONKEY

Donkeys – The donkey species is known for a loud braying voice, long

ears, upright mane, and tufted tail. Tough and strong, donkeys are among

the hardiest of all domestic animals. Donkey breeds in the U.S. are

distinguished by size. They include, from largest to smallest, American

Mammoth Jackstock, Large Standard, Standard, and Miniature. The

Mammoth is a rare breed. For information, contact the American Donkey

and Mule Society, 2901 N. Elm St., Denton, TX 76201; and the National

Miniature Donkey Association, R.R. 1, Box 472, Dewey Rd, Rome, NY 13440.

CATTLE

Ankole-Watusi cattle – This striking breed descended from long-horned

domestic cattle of the Nile Valley about 6,000 years ago. Humped Zebu

reached eastern Africa 2,000 years later, and the mixture of these two

stocks resulted in “Sanga” cattle, the base stock for many indigenous

African breeds. Two of these indigenous breeds are the Ankole of Uganda

and the Watusi of Rwanda and Burundi. Early this century, Ankole and

Watusi cattle were exported to Europe for use as zoo animals; from there,

they were exported to the United States and considered as one breed.

The Ankole-Watusi is rare globally and in the U.S. For information, contact

the Ankole Watusi International Registry, 22484 W. 239th St., Spring Hill, KS

66083-9306.



Belted Galloway cattle – Belted Galloways are black cattle with white

belts around their middles. This breed is closely related to the Galloway

cattle breed, which can be solid black, white, red, or dun. Both of the

Galloway breeds originated in Scotland and, in addition to producing

lean beef, they are known for adaptation to cold climates, foraging

ability, and maternal qualities. The Galloway breeds are not common, but

they are increasing in North America and globally. For information,

contact the Belted Galloway Society, Rt. 1, Box 315, Potts Camp, MS

38659; and the  American Galloway Breeders Association, 312 W. Spruce,

Missoula, MT 59802.

Highland cattle – This breed is named for its place of origin – the Highlands

of Scotland. It is known for adaptation to cold climates, foraging ability,

maternal ability, and general hardiness, and it is valued for its lean beef.

The Highland is not common, but it is increasing in numbers in North

America and globally. For information, contact the American Highland

Cattle Association, Livestock Exchange Building, Suite 200, 4701 Marion St.,

Denver, CO 80216.

Dexter cattle – The Dexter is an Irish breed used for meat and milk

production on small acreages. It is black, dun, or red, and generally

stands 36–40" tall at the top of the shoulder. The breed is rare, but

increasing in numbers, in the U.S., Britain, and Ireland. For information,

contact the American Dexter Cattle Association, R.R. 1, Box 378,

Concordia, MO 64020.

White Park cattle – The White Park originated in England, probably in

Roman times. Its name comes from its color and from its history of

management in rural game parks. It is a primitive breed, genetically

distant from all other breeds of cattle, including the American White Park

breed, which was recently developed in the U.S.  The White Park is

globally rare but increasing in numbers. It is found in England, Europe, and

North America. For information, contact the North American White Park

Cattle Association, HC 87, Box 2214, Big Timber, MT 59011.

Texas Longhorn cattle – The Texas Longhorn, like the Florida Cracker and

Piney Woods breeds, descends from Spanish cattle brought to the New

World beginning in the 1500s. A symbol of the American west, the

Longhorn almost became extinct in the 1920s, but was saved by the

actions of a few Texas families and the establishment of a small,

government-sponsored breeding program. Today it is once again

popular, valued for its hardiness and efficiency on marginal lands. For

more information, contact the Texas Longhorn Breeders Association, P.O.



Box 4430, Fort Worth, TX  76106.

Randall Blue Lineback cattle – This breed is a remnant population of a

historic dairy cattle type once common in New England. Today’s cattle

are blue-black in color with a white line down their backs. The Randall in

the name comes from the Randall family in Vermont, which kept a closed

herd of Lineback cattle for over eighty years. ALBC and a few individual

breeders have protected Randall Blue Linebacks from extinction, but the

breed is still critically rare. (This breed is distinct from the American

Lineback breed, which is open to all lineback patterned cattle of dairy

type.)  For more information, contact ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC

27312.

Piney Woods cattle – The Piney Woods is a Spanish-derived breed closely

related to the Florida Cracker. The Piney Woods population is found in the

deep South as far west as Texas. Its historic range may have included the

Carolinas. Piney Woods were used as triple-purpose cattle, and they were

valued as oxen in the timber industry before mechanization. The breed is

very rare and found only in the U.S. For more information, contact ALBC,

P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Milking Shorthorn cattle – The Shorthorn was one of the first improved

breeds of cattle, developed in England in the 1700s. Shorthorns were

globally popular during the 19th century and early 20th centuries, valued

for meat, milk, and draft. During the 20th century, Shorthorn cattle were

divided into two breeds. The Milking Shorthorn retains triple-purpose

potential, while the Beef Shorthorn has been selected for beef production.

For information, contact the American Milking Shorthorn Society, P.O. Box

449, Beloit, WI 53511-0449.

Milking Devon cattle – The Milking Devon originated in the Devon region

of England and was first documented in North America in 1623. It was a

triple-purpose breed (used for meat, milk, and draft) and remains so

today. The Milking Devon breed is unique to the U.S. For information,

contact the American Milking Devon Association, P.O. Box 730, New

Durham, NH 03855.

Florida Cracker cattle – The Florida Cracker breed descends from cattle

brought to the New World by Spanish explorers beginning in the early

1500s. The breed has been shaped primarily by natural selection and is

found almost exclusively in Florida. It is closely related to the Piney Woods

cattle of the Southeast and also to the Texas Longhorn and other Spanish-

derived (“criollo”) cattle breeds of the America. The breed is very rare, but



interest in it is increasing. For information, contact the Florida Cracker

Cattle Breeders Association, c/o Dr. T. A. Olson, Department of Animal

Science, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611-0910.

Holstein cattle – The Holstein is the dominant breed of dairy cattle in the

world, because no other breed can compete with its quantity of milk

production. Holsteins were developed in the Netherlands and are called

Friesians in Europe. For information, contact the Holstein Association, 1

Holstein Place, Brattleboro, VT 05301-0808.

PIG

Berkshire pigs – The Berkshire is the oldest of the improved English breeds of

swine. It originated in the 1700s and was imported to the U.S. in the 1820s.

Berkshires are black with white on the feet, head, and tail. They are known

for maternal abilities and a high quality pork. For information, contact the

American Berkshire Association, P.O. Box 2436, West Lafayette, IN 47906.

Tamworth pigs – The Tamworth, one of the oldest breeds of swine,

originated in England. The breed is distinctively golden red with prick ears.

It retains the hardiness and foraging ability necessary for being raised out

of doors. The Tamworth is globally rare, found in the U.S., Great Britain, and

a few other countries. For information, contact the Tamworth Swine

Association, 200 Centenary Rd., Winchester, OH 45697; or ALBC, P.O. Box

477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Ossabaw Island hogs - Ossabaw Island is a barrier island off the coast of

Georgia near Savannah. It is home to feral pigs of Spanish origin that have

been isolated on the island since the late 1500s. For information, contact

the Ossabaw Island Foundation, P.O. Box 13397, Ossabaw Island,

Savannah, GA 31406; or ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Lincolnshire Curly Coat pigs – The Lincolnshire Curly Coat originated in

Lincolnshire in northern England, where it was used by small farmers for the

production of meat and fat. The breed was valued for its hardiness in

cold, wet climates. The Curly Coat reached the height of its popularity in

the 1930s, but declined as the market for lard disappeared (replaced by

vegetable oils) and as the practice of ranging pigs was replaced by

confinement husbandry. The Lincolnshire Curly Coat became extinct in

1972. For information, contact the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, National

Agricultural Centre, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, England CV8 2LG.

Hereford hogs – The Hereford is a medium sized hog, red in color with a

white face, feet, and ears. The breed shares this distinctive color pattern



with the Hereford cattle breed, whence comes its name. The Hereford

hog was developed in Iowa in the early 1900s, based on Duroc, Chester

White, and other breeds. The Hereford Association was formed in 1934.

The breed is known for its hardiness, rapid growth, and good maternal

abilities. For information, contact the National Hereford Hog Record

Association, Rt. 1, Box 7, Flandreau, SD 57028.

Guinea hogs – Guinea hogs are small, black hogs that were widely used

on homesteads across the Southern U.S. from the late 1800s until the mid-

1900s. The breed may or may not be a direct descendant of the hogs of

the same name that were imported from Africa in the 1700s and 1800s in

the course of the slave trade. The Guinea hog is now critically rare. For

information, contact the Guinea Hog Association, 14335 Pauma Vista Dr.,

Valley Center, CA 92082; or ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

SHEEP

Cotswold sheep – This breed of sheep was developed centuries ago in

the Cotswold region of England, where it provided fiber for the early

woolen mills. As proof of the breed’s historical significance, the British

Chancellor of the Exchequer even today sits on a ceremonial bag of

Cotswold wool. The Cotswold was imported to the U.S. in the 1830s and

has the oldest sheep association in the U.S. Though it is rare, the breed’s

numbers are increasing due to appreciation of its long, lustrous wool. For

information, contact the American Cotswold Record Association, P.O. Box

59, Plympton, MA 02367.

Dorset Horn sheep – This breed was developed in the south of England

and selected for meat and wool. The Dorset historically was noted for its

ability to lamb year-round. Today the Dorset breed is split into the Dorset

Horn (historic type), which is rare, and the Polled Dorset (developed at

N.C. State University in the 1950s), which is one of the most popular

commercial breeds. For information, contact the Continental Dorset Club,

P.O. Box 506, Hudson, IA 50643.

Tunis sheep – The Tunis sheep is documented in the U.S. as early as 1782,

having been imported from North Africa. It was raised by Thomas

Jefferson, George Washington, and other leading farmers of the time. The

breed was valued for its high quality meat production and heat

tolerance. During the Civil War, flocks in the Southeast were destroyed,

but the breed survived in the mid-Atlantic, New England, and Great Lakes

regions. The Tunis is unique to the U.S., and it is rare. For information,

contact the National Tunis Sheep Registry, R.R. 1, Box 192, Gouverneur, NY

13642.



Shetland sheep – Shetland sheep come from the Shetland Islands, where

they have existed for many centuries. Hardy, intelligent, and beautiful,

Shetlands are known for their fleece, which is soft but also strong and

durable.  The term “shetland wool,” however, is not used to identify wool

from the Shetland breed but instead describes generic fine wool;

authentic Shetland sheep’s fleece is more rarely seen.  The breed is

increasing in numbers globally, but some of the bloodlines and colors may

be endangered. For information, contact the North American Shetland

Sheep Association, c/o Doug Myer, 13678 SW Whitmore Rd., Hillsboro, OR

97123.

Santa Cruz sheep – This breed descended from Spanish sheep taken to

the island by explorers in the 1700s or perhaps earlier.  The sheep ran wild

on the island, and their characteristics were shaped by natural selection.

As a result, they are small in size and have excellent survival qualities.

Santa Cruz Island was purchased by The Nature Conservancy in the 1970s,

and the sheep were eradicated to protect native flora and fauna. A small

population of Santa Cruz sheep was established on the mainland to

conserve this unusual breed. For information, contact ALBC, P.O. Box 477,

Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Navajo-Churro sheep – The Navajo-Churro breed descends from sheep

brought to the New World by Spanish explorers beginning in the early

1500s. Sheep were used in the chain of missions across Mexico and into

what became the southwestern U.S. The breed has a distinctive multi-

colored fleece which is used by the Navajo and other southwestern

peoples in traditional weaving. For information, contact the Navajo-

Churro Sheep Association, Taos Junction, Box 494, Ojo Caliente, NM

87549.

Leicester Longwool sheep – The Leicester Longwool is known for its long,

lustrous fleece. The breed was developed in the 1700s in Leicestershire,

England, and imported to the U.S. shortly thereafter. It has been an

important breed throughout English and American history, with flocks kept

by such prominent farmers as George Washington. The Leicester

Longwool is globally rare today, with small populations in the U.S.,

England, and Australia. For information, contact the Leicester Longwool

Sheep Breeders Association, c/o Elaine Shirley, P.O. Box 1052, Williamsburg,

VA 23187.

Karakul sheep – The Karakul is an American breed that descends from

Middle Eastern sheep imported in the late 1800s. Ancestral stocks of this



breed have been used for centuries in the Middle East in the production

of meat, milk, and pelts. The American population has also been selected

for fleece colors and texture. Karakuls are known for maternal ability,

hardiness, and longevity. For more information, contact the American

Karakul Sheep Registry, 3026 Thomas Rd., Rice, WA 99167.

Jacob sheep – The Jacob sheep is known for its black and white spotted

wool, which is desired by hand spinners. The breed’s name was inspired

by the Biblical story of Jacob breeding spotted sheep. The Jacob is

uncommon, but it increasing in numbers in the U.S., and it is no longer

considered a rare breed in England, where it was developed. For

information, contact the Jacob Sheep Breeders Association, 6350 E.

County Rd. 56, Fort Collins, CO 80524-9340; or the Jacob Sheep

Conservancy, 9241 Eureka Rd., Girard, PA 16417.

GOAT

Angora goats – The Angora goat originated in the Middle East and it is

one of the most important fiber animals in the world. Globally, the breed

numbers in the millions, with perhaps one million in the U.S. Angora goats

are horned and striking in appearance. They produce mohair fiber, which

is soft, strong, and durable. (Angora fiber is produced by Angora rabbits.)

For information, contact the Angora Goat Record and Registry of North

America, 1451 Sisson Rd., Freeport, MI 499325; or the American Angora

Goat Breeders Association, P.O. Box 195, Rocksprings, TX 49325.

Spanish goats – Spanish explorers brought the first goats to the Americas

beginning in the 1500s. The goats became widely distributed, and they

were used for subsistence production of meat and occasionally milk.

Many of the goat populations became feral or were loosely managed

and, as a result, the term Spanish has often been used to describe any

common goat in the Southwest or Southeast. Today, the pure Spanish

goat in America is rare and a conservation priority, since it is genetically

distinct from the goats of modern Spain. For information, contact ALBC,

P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Pygmy goats – Pygmies, or African Pygmies, are miniature goats. They are

short, wide, and muscular, weighing 40-60 pounds. The breed is most often

kept as a pet, but it can also be used for meat production and some of

the does are milked. The Pygmy is found in a wide variety of colors. For

information, contact the National Pygmy Goat Association, 166

Blackstone, Mendon, MA 01756.

Myotonic goats – The Myotonic goat is a uniquely American breed which



originated in Tennessee. The breed’s name comes from one of its traits, a

muscular abnormality that causes the goats to stiffen or even fall over

when startled. (This is similar to the condition myotonia in humans.) The

goats are also called Fainting (or Tennessee Fainting), Nervous, Stiff or

Wooden Leg goats. Origins of the Myotonic goat breed are obscure, but

it was documented in the 1880s in eastern Tennessee.  The goats were

historically used for meat production since they tend to be very muscular.

The breed is rare, and it is found only in the U.S. For information, contact

the American Tennessee Fainting Goat Association, Rt. 1, Box 111,

Curryville, MO 63339 or ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

DUCK

Rouen ducks – The Rouen is a French breed of duck selected for the

production of meat; its deep “keel” (or chest) reflects this use. The color of

the Rouen is similar to that of its wild ancestor, the Mallard, though their

body types are quite different. The breed is found in Europe and in North

America and is not rare. For information, contact the American Poultry

Association, 72 Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA 17070, or ALBC, PO

Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Khaki Campbell ducks – The Khaki Campbell is a dual-purpose duck

breed developed in England in the early 1900s from crosses of Indian

Runner, Mallard, and Rouen. Khaki Campbells are excellent layers, with

some strains averaging 300 eggs per year. The ducks are excellent

foragers as well, at home on land and in the water. Females are khaki in

color; males have greenish bronze heads with brown bodies. For

information, contact the American Poultry Association, 72 Springer Lane,

New Cumberland, PA 17070. Holderread’s Waterfowl Farm and

Preservation Center (P.O. Box 492, Corvallis, OR 97339) offers an

informational brochure about this breed for $2.

Indian Runner ducks – The Indian Runner is distinctive  in appearance, with

its long slender body and fast gait. Runner ducks are excellent egg layers

and foragers. The breed includes several color varieties. The Indian Runner

is uncommon but not rare. For information, contact the American Poultry

Association, 72 Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA 17070. Holderread’s

Waterfowl Farm and Preservation Center (P.O. Box 492, Corvallis, OR

97339) offers an informational bulletin about this breed for $2.

GOOSE

African geese – African geese are large, elegant birds, weighing 25

pounds at maturity. Two color varieties are found in North America, Brown

(or gray) and White. The brown is a mixture of brown, buff, gray, and white



feathers with a dark stripe that runs over the head and down the back of

the neck. Mature geese have a distinct “knob” on their foreheads, just

above their bills, and a smooth dewlap that hangs from their lower jaw.

Despite its name, the African breed originated in Asia. For information,

contact the American Poultry Association, 72 Springer Lane, New

Cumberland, PA 17070. Holder-read’s Waterfowl Farm and Preservation

Center (P.O. Box 492, Corvallis, OR 97339) offers an informational brochure

about this breed for $2.

American Buff geese – The American Buff is a docile and attractive goose

breed weighing 15 to 20 pounds at maturity. Buffs are good layers and

parents, and they make excellent farm geese.  Their color is actually

apricot, and feathers on the back and sides are edge with white.  The

abdomen is also white, and the feet and bill are orange. The breed

originated in the U.S. this century. It is unique to North America, and it is

rare. For information, contact the American Poultry Association, 72

Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA 17070. Holderread’s Waterfowl Farm

and Preservation Center (P.O. Box 492, Corvallis, OR 97339) offers an

informational brochure about this breed for $2.

Canada geese – Canada geese are native to North America and they

are well known across the continent. They have black bills, heads, necks,

tails and feet, grayish-brown bodies, and white abdomens and cheeks.

Canada geese are athletic and muscular, with long necks and legs.

Several subspecies of Canadas exist, though most of the semi-domestic

Canadas are of the Common (or Eastern) subspecies. Canada geese are

considered a game bird, and though they are sometimes kept

domestically as ornamental geese, such ownership must generally be

permitted or licensed. For information, contact your local U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Office.

Chinese geese – Chinese geese are small, upright, and graceful, weighing

only 6-9 pounds as adults. They have a large, rounded “knob” on the

forehead, just above the bill. Chinese are active birds, often used as

weeders in berries and gardens and as an alarm system. They are the best

layers of the geese breeds. The Chinese is found in two color varieties,

Brown and White. Feet, knobs, and bills of both varieties are orange, and

eyes are blue. For information, contact the American Poultry Association,

72 Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA 17070. Holderread’s Waterfowl

Farm and Preservation Center (P.O. Box 492, Corvallis, OR 97339) offers an

informational brochure about this breed for $2.

Sebastopol geese – Sebastopols are a distinctive goose breed, with curly,



long, and soft feathers. Curls are found on the breast, back, wings, tail

and underbody, and they will sometimes be long enough to touch the

ground. Sebastopols are quiet and calm geese, medium in size, with

orange bills and feet and blue eyes. This breed has many practical

qualities, but it can be more effort to raise than other geese. For

information, contact the American Poultry Association, 72 Springer Lane,

New Cumberland, PA 17070.

Pomeranian geese – The Pomeranian is a chunky, sturdy goose breed that

originated in Germany and Poland. The breed is found in three color

varieties: white, gray, and saddleback. The saddleback pattern is white

with gray or buff patches. Pomeranian geese have pinkish red bills,

reddish orange legs and blue eyes. The breed is rare in North America, but

it is also found in Germany. For information, contact the American Poultry

Association, 72 Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA 17070.

Pilgrim geese – The Pilgrim goose was developed in the midwestern U.S. in

this century. It is an “autosexing” breed, which means that males and

females are different colors from the time of hatching – males are white

and females are gray. The Pilgrim is medium in size and known for its quiet

disposition and good parenting abilities. For information, contact the

American Poultry Association, 72 Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA

17070, or ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312. Holderread’s Waterfowl

Farm and Preservation Center (P.O. Box 492, Corvallis, OR, 97339) offers a

bulletin about this breed for $2.

Egyptian geese – This breed is the smallest and most intricately colored of

all standard breeds of geese, and it is kept almost exclusively for

decoration. Egyptians have small bodies with long legs. The wings are

powerful, with knobs on the leading edge of each wing. The Egyptian is

intricately colored, with a pinkish-red bill, orange eyes, chestnut eye

patch, fawn body, buff underbody, black back and tail. The breed is

unusual in North America, but it is common in Egypt, where Egyptian

geese are still found in the wild. For information, contact the American

Poultry Association, 72 Springer Lane, New Cumberland, PA 17070.

TURKEY

Bronze turkeys – Turkeys were domesticated by the Aztecs and other

peoples of Central America, where they were selected for their dazzling

array of feather colors as well as used for meat. Spanish explorers took

turkeys back to Spain in 1511, and these striking birds were distributed

across Europe by 1550. When English settlers came to New England in the

early 1600s, they brought turkeys with them. Eventually, these stocks were



crossed with wild turkeys of the region, and the result may have been

ancestral to the Bronze and other modern breeds. The Bronze turkey

breed was standardized during the early 20th century. It was widely used

in production until the 1960s, when the Broad Breasted White turkey

became the dominant meat variety because processors favored its white

feather color. For information, contact ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC

27312.

CHICKEN

Dominique chickens – The Dominique is probably the oldest American

chicken breed, developed in the 1700s. It is a primitive breed, never

systematically improved for egg or meat production. As a result, its best

qualities are related to survival – foraging its own living out of doors and

raising its own young. The Dominique was widely used across the U.S. until

becoming rare early this century. For information, contact the Dominique

Club, c/o Mark Fields, R.R. 1, Box 126, Clark, MO 65243.

White Leghorn chicken – The White Leghorn chicken is the most widely

used egg producing breed in the world, and it has been for decades. The

breed originated in Italy and was brought to the U.S. in 1835. U.S. stocks

were further selected for egg laying ability, and today’s strains produce

more eggs per year than any other breeds. For information, contact the

White Leghorn Club, 164 Moonlawn Rd, Troy, NY 12180.

New Hampshire chickens – The New Hampshire was developed as a

broiler breed in New England in the 1920s. Now eclipsed by the

Cornish/White Rock cross for commercial production, the New Hampshire

is still considered a useful dual-purpose breed for both meat and eggs. For

information, contact ALBC, P.O. Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Light Sussex chickens – The Light Sussex originated in Sussex, England, in

the 1800s. The breed has always been known for the quality of its meat.

The Light Sussex is globally rare, with most of the population found in Great

Britain, where a conservation effort exists. There are only a few flocks in

North America. For more information, contact ALBC, P.O. Box 477,

Pittsboro, NC 27312.
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