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 The oldest livestock organization in America, founded 
in 1873. 
 

 The focus has always been on promotion of Standard-
bred poultry. 
 

 The keystone of the Standard-bred poultry arena is the 
APA’s array of standard breed and variety descriptions 
presented in the American Standard of Perfection 
(ASOP). 
 

 The foundation concepts of Standard-bred poultry, 
based on the ASOP,  were incorporated into the ALBC 
definitions of heritage poultry. 
 

 
 

 
 

The American Poultry Association 



 Begins with a concept of heritage or history. 
 

 Desire to afford some essential, unique standing to 
poultry breeds that had a role in poultry production 
history 
 

 The keystone of the Standard-bred poultry arena is the 
APA’s array of standard breed and variety descriptions 
presented in the American Standard of Perfection 
(ASOP). 
 

 Several foundation concepts of Standard-bred poultry, 
based on the ASOP,  were incorporated into the ALBC 
definitions of heritage poultry. 
 

 
 

 
 

Heritage Poultry - Definitions 



 Defined characteristics that 
encompass both ideal 
aesthetic (color, 
conformation) and 
productive elements. 
 

 The first standards were 
designed to portray poultry 
with specific characteristics 
that were improvements 
over the common mixed 
flocks of the day. 
 

Standard-bred Poultry 



 Over the period from 
approximately 1900 to 1940, the 
Standard-bred flocks WERE the 
poultry flocks of commerce, not 
just for exhibition. 
 

Standard-bred Poultry 



 Back in the 1940’s the APA 
set up a flock certification 
program 

 Flock certification involved 
having APA-approved flock 
inspectors go to a farm site 
and evaluate the flocks per 
APA guidelines 

 Flock certifications involved 
gauging standard qualities 
of the birds, some aspects 
of the operation, and even 
some characteristics of the 
flock owner 
 

Heritage Flock Certification 



 Flock owners paid the 
APA/inspectors for these 
official flock certifications 
 

 The APA flock certification 
program evidently had a 
relatively short lifespan as 
the Standard-bred poultry 
interests and the 
commercial poultry 
community diverged. 
 
 

Heritage Flock Certification 



 The APA, in cooperation with the ALBC, is 
exploring restoration of a flock certification 
program 
 

 There are questions and issues to be 
addressed as we work toward this: 
 
 Target flocks and level of demand for flock 

certification 

 

 Decisions about flock inspectors – APA licensed 
judges?  A separate corps of inspectors that 
receive training and credentials? 

 

 Range of elements and criteria to be used for 
certifying heritage flocks. 

 
 

Heritage Flock Certification Issues 


