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What Exactly is a Breed?

Breeds are predictable
genetic entities that
breed true. This
predictability is their
main importance for use
in agriculture.




The Breed Balancing Act

"y .
Ny - 7

4R

ey

v

s

Breeds need
genetic variability
for health and
uniformity for
predictability.
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Red Wattle hogs




What is a Heritage Hog?

ALBC is working with producers, scholars, and
scientists to establish the official definition but the
following is a rough guideline to the term:

1. Must be a true genetic breed with a long history in
the US

2. Must be selected for longevity, fertility, and
productivity

3. Must thrive in an outdoor production system and
on pasture




Genetic Diversity Represented
in the Breeds

Loss of
breeds
equals loss of
genetic
diversity for
the species.




Breeds Arise From
“Criteria, Countryside & Culture”

American Guinea hogs circa 1890




Classes of Breeds
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Classes of Breeds
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Determining the Status of Breeds

How do
we know
they are
rare and
in need of
attention?

Red Wattle sows
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ALBC Conservation Priority List (CPL)

Critical: Fewer than 200 annual registrations in the United States and estimated global
population less than 2,000. For rabbits, fewer than 50 annual registrations in the United
States and estimated global population less than 500.

Threatened: Fewer than 1,000 annual registrations in the United States and estimated
global population less than 5,000. For rabbits, fewer than 100 annual registrations in the
United States and estimated global population less than 1,000.

Watch: Fewer than 2,500 annual registrations in the United States and estimated global
population less than 10,000. For rabbits, fewer than 200 annual registrations in the United
States and estimated global population less than 2,000. Also included for all livestock are
breeds that present genetic or numerical concerns or have a limited geographic distribution.

Recovering: Breeds that were once listed in another category and have exceeded Watch
category numbers but are still in need of monitoring.

Study: Breeds that are of genetic interest but either lack definition or lack genetic or
historical documentation.




You've got to use them to save them! Rare

Pest Control Cultivating Weeding
Fertilizer & soll Meat Grass cutting
Improvement



