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nope 

 

this is NOT about cattle rustling 



census 

no one strategy works for all species and breeds 

 

the larger the animal, the more likely a pedigree 



census 

counting every living animal 

 difficult 

 includes ñnonreproducersò 

  horses ï geldings and performance mares 

  poultry ï broilers and egg layers 



census 

goal is the number of reproducing animals 

 

registrations per year 

  an underestimate 

  can correct by ñtwice the female numberò 

  a good handle on purebred activity 



census 

for litter bearers (pigs, rabbits) 

 

litter registrations/notifications 



poultry 

yikes! 

 

hatchery populations 

  targets the most likely/easiest sources 

 

misses ñmaster breedersò and many exhibition flocks. 

  minor impact on numbers, great impact 

   on quality 



census 

poultry breed clubs 

 

SPPA 

 

individual contact with breeders 



ferals 

agencies overseeing these usually try to count 



landraces 

as a minimum ï a list of breeders 

 

each can provide relative numbers 



census 

do not lose sight of the goal 

 

a complete count is usually not useful! 

 

a complete count is very difficult 

 

completeness plays against utility 



bloodline 

bloodline designation can improve a census 

 

helps to pinpoint rarities within the breed 



bloodline 

unique in the same way breeds are: 

 

 foundation 

 isolation 

 selection 

 

usually in combination, sometimes one factor trumps 

the others 



foundation 

unique founders shape populations 

  criollo cattle 

  Navajo-Churro sheep 



isolation 

isolation can cause unique types 

Pineywoods family strains 

 





selection 

selection can change and shape the final product 

 

Paul Siegelôs large vs small chickens 

 one foundation 

 selection over decades changes the final birds 



bloodlines 

are easiest to define retrospectively 

 

 



bloodlines 

start by defining as a herd of origin 

 

then pulling together animals with grandparents in 

common 

 

the idea is to pull out animals that are related to one 

another but not to others of the breed 



bloodlines 

ñanimals that are unrelated to some other animals in the 

breed, but closely related to othersò 



bloodlines 

not every animal will be solely of one bloodline 

 

tracking these can be tough 

 

designating bloodlines, then the proportion of those 

bloodlines in different individuals can help 

 

at something like 3/4 or 7/8 breeding, the animal is 

essentially that bloodline  



bloodline 

lump or split? 

 

no easy answer 

 

Conway cattle, with the OôNeal branch and the Texas 

branch. 



bloodlines 

no single rule will catch all bloodlines 

 

isolation for 5 to 7 generations generally works 

 

most difficult for poultry or other species without 

pedigrees 



strategies 

identify animals that lack common ancestors 

group together those that do 

document the long-term history of the groups 

analyze remaining animals for component breeding 



strategies 

from history, designate the founding sources 

include animals with 3/4 or 7/8 that breeding as of that 

bloodline 

 

this works well with landraces and small stock 


