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Ayrshire 

 

Breed Profile:  Ayrshire 

Slow Food Arc of Taste: no 

Type: Dairy 

 

Traditional Dairy Use: “Ayrshire milk for 
cheesemaking has long been the standard 
for making cheddar cheese in Scotland, 
where it is made on a large scale in the 
Ayrshire district.” CS Plumb 
 

Traditional Regional Distribution: 

New England and eastern states. Not 
common west of Mississippi. 
 

Current Regional Distribution: 

 
# Herds Milking Cattle: 

# Cattle Actively Being Milked: 

 

Does the Breed Association Actively Record Milk Yields, Fat%, Protein % etc. from 

Official Records and Communicate this information to breeders? (explain) 

“Gold Program:  Dairy Herd Improvement production records are transmitted from regional 
computing centers to the ABA office on a monthly schedule and added to the individual animal 
records of the association.  Milk, butterfat and protein records of the 305-day standard 
production period, the 365-day extended period and completed records of any length may be 
accommodated by the Gold Program. 
 
Herd owners enrolled in the Gold Program are eligible for a variety of national awards and 
recognitions sponsored by the association. 
 
Program fees for the Gold Program are included in the annual Rewards Program, as are the fees 
for animal registry, transfers and classification.  ($30 for annual herd fee, plus $3.60 per milking 
age females). 
 

Does the Breed Association have a relationship with a genetic laboratory to maintain a 

DNA database, do milk genomic testing, participate in MAS, etc.? (explain) 

In line to do MAS through USDA.  Needs to go through USDA for official proofs for bulls.  
Most interested if this goes through the official channels for bull proofs.  Not necessarily 
otherwise. 
 
Some breeders interested independently.  This is apart from the association in conversations with 
breeders. 
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Is there a progeny testing program in place to identify bulls or cow families that are 

suitable for milking/cheese production? 

Yes, through the USDA.  See the Gold Program above. 
 

Is there a Breed Association based program in place to market breed specific dairy 

products? (explain) 

Cows and genetics, yes.  Product no.  There is growing interest from breeders for a program to be 
put into place.  The association’s largest breeder just started processing in the MD/D.C. Metro 
market.  There are also other cheese makers, e.g. Jasper Hill, that are well known promoters of 
Ayrshire's for cheese making.   
 

How many breeders in U.S. Participate? n/a 

 

How do they assess consumer response to this marketing? n/a 

 

Is there interest in developing a breed specific dairy promotion program for their breeders? 
Yes. 
 

 
 
 

 

 


